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N September 28, 19S9 open military re- 
sistance to the Nazis by the Polish Army 
ceased with the fall of Modlin fortress. A hope- 
lessly unprepared, wretchedly poor Poland, dis- 
united, misled by fascists and anti-Semites, 
having fought with reckless bravery, finally 
succoumbed to the overwhelming strength of 
iv the panzers. 

^ “Poland is lost,” most people thought, and 
.Poland was jyiven up as lost to the Nazis until 
• the Nazis were finally whipped. 

- Even the Nazis thought Poland was lost and 
that the Poles had given up. But hot for long. 
.Hardly had they buried tliteir first dead — for 
this was- the first, .military opposition to <the 
Nazis — when the Hitlerites were astounded and 
confused by what the “lost” Poles had done. 

On November 7, 1939, Poland was blanketed 
with a statement inspiringly labelled “Manifesto 
.of Freedom.” This statement said that it had 
been drawn up by representatives of various 
labor organizations which had gone under- 
ground. After explaining how the corruption 
and wea kn ess of the .former - government had 
hastened the collapse of Poland, the manifesto 
'reported to the people what progressive forces 
had done* since dig defeat and announced 'the 
struggle was going to continue for the achieving 
of 10 objectives. 

These included : 1 ) full political freedom 
and independence; 2) elimination of all possi- 
bility that privileged groups might seize power 
over the masses, the workers, peasants and in- 
tellectuals ; 3) political democracy ... a workers’ 
and peasants’ government enjoying the confi- 
dence of the people and representing the in- 
terests of all workingmen”; ._) “abolition of 
large landed estates by means of a thorough ... 
agrarian reform . . . and the abolition of mono* 
polistic organizations such as cartels, syndicates, 
etc. . . . and protection of small businessmen”; 
5) democratic military force “which will pre- 
clude any caste system”; 6) “full political, 
economic and cultural equality. Race doctrines 
and anti-Semitism must be eliminated from 
public life in Poland”; 7) “universal free edu- 
cation”; 8) freedom of science and religion; 
9) social protection of all people; and 10) a 
foreign policy “based on mutual understanding 
and full cooperation with all free peoples . . . 
particularly with the nations with which Poland 
has to live in good neighborly relations.” 

This manifesto was only the beginning. Jews 
in particular, promised freedom from prosecu- 
tion and complete equality, flocked into the 
Underground. 

From this beginning the " Underground has 
grown larger, broader - and deeper. Today it 
includes not only labor unions, but peasants’ 
organizations and groups representing all seg- 
ments of Polish life. 

Today, in, fact, the Underground is an army, 
partially mobilized and fighting the Nazis. Full 
mobilization awaits the coming of help in the 
form of a western front, which will force the 
Nais to decrease the size of the army of occupa- 
tion. Meanwhile, the Underground is employing ’ 
every weapon in its relentless struggle against 
the Nazis. It is safe to say they have cost the 
Nazis more men and materials than the con- 
quest of France and the Low Countries. 

How this amazing feat was achieved by a 
people who in 1939 were probably the poorest 
and most illiterate in Europe, in the face of 
unbelievahle barbarities inflicted upon them 
by the Nazis, is one of the most inspiring 6tories 
of this world-wide war against international 
fascism. 

Complete documentation and names will have 
to wait for the day of Victory, but a brief sum- 
mary can be given without revealing anything 
to the Nazis, They know this story! 

Prior to September 1939 Poland, like many 
other European countries, had a semi-fascist 
government. It’s foreign policy was based upon 
friendship with Hitler and hatred for the Soviet 
Union. Even when faced with a Hitler invasion, 
the fascist rulers of Poland fought alone rather 
than accept the offered assistance of the Soviet 
Union. 
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As the Polish government became more 
fascist and more repressive, rivalling even Hitler 
in its persecution of the Jews, in its opposition 
to unions and peasants’ organizations, the masses 
of Poland began to organize resistance. In 1937 
the government issued an edict demanding the 
suspension of a series of papers published and 
distributed by the teachers* union. The teachers 
refused to comply and struck against the 
government. When the trade unions announced 
their support of the teachers, the government 
retreated. Similarly, the comparatively strong 
peasants’ union engaged in successful strikes 
of a political nature, forcing the release of 
political prisoners from concentration camps. 

When the war began there were about a 
million Poles who were members of trade 
unions. They were to form the - nucleus of the 
Underground. But this grew until the Under- 
ground now includes Polish groups of eyery 
kind working together for national liberation. 
They have all unreservedly condemned anti- 
Semitism. Greetings of Jewish Underground- 
movements, attended by a few hundred repre- 
sentatives of tens of thousands of Jews, are 
known to have occurred. And the Underground 
is firmly convinced that anti-Semitism was a 
strong cause of Poland’s collapse. They are deter- 
mined that free Poland will not repeat this error. 

With the military defeat a great unity came 
to the Poles. Common experiences bound them 
together. Men who had fought side by side in 
the army, or had hidden from the Stukas in the 
game cellar, kept in touch with each other. 

In their long struggle for freedom the Poles 
learned that their fate is tied up with the fate 
of freedom-loving and democratic people 
throughout the world. Proudly, agents of the 
Underground in the United States pointed out, 
the Polish people have been represented in every 
major struggle for freedom be ginnin g with the 
American Revolution- In these years the Poles 
have learned that they will not be free unless 
their neighbors are, that Polish freedom demands 
freedom for the Czechs, French, Norwegians and 
other Europeans. This understanding has added 
to the unity of the Poles themselves. 

This unity was clearly shown following the 
establishment of the ghetto in Warsaw. Imme- 
diately the labor units of the Underground pub- 
lished a proclamation, “Do Ludu Pracujacego 
Warszawy” (“To the Working People of War- 
saw”) denouncing anti-Semitism. They declared 
that the establishment of the ghetto was aimed 
not only at the Jews hut at all Polish workers. 
Its purpose, they said, was to disunite the various 
nationalities. 

“There ard ho grades, better or worse* in- 
slavery,” they said: “There are no privileged 
slaves among those who are Oppressed hy the 
brutal invader. There are only those who con* 
tinue to fight and those who have yielded.’*’ 

This demonstration of solidarity was greeted 
by the Jews in the publication Voice of Youth, 
published by Jewish youth inside the ghetto. 
The cover of this journal carried a cartoon show- 
ing hands shaking through a broken ghetto wall, 
symbolizing the unity of the Jews and non-Jews. 
The legend read, “All men are brothers — yellow, 
brown, black, white. Folk races and climates are 
deliberate falsies. Long live international brother- 
hood!” (approximate translation). 

Gentiles responded by tearing down part of 
the ghetto wall, from the outside. This daring 
act went unpunished, for the Nazis never caught 
the men who did it. 

Nothing shows the unity and success of the 
Underground quite as well, as the following in- 
cident, which occurred on February 4, 1941. 

Under the very nose of the Gestapo, represen- 
tatives of 2,000 organizations in the Underground 
actually held a meeting in occupied Poland, a 
meeting that could he called a Congress. Here* 
without detection, these representatives drew up 1 
S second program and incorporated it in a docu- 
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ment entitled, “Manifesto to the People of thf 
World.” 

After reviewing the military defeat this mani- 
festo again condemns persecution of the Jews 
and the ghetto. It appeals to all the free people 
for help and concludes: 

“Look at the bloody face of the ‘new order* 
which a victorious totalitarianism holds in prom* 
ise- Look at our country, which is being trans- 
formed into a vast graveyard. This is the fate 
which awaits the conquered. The brutal methods 
of wholesale extermination, the systematic moral 
and physical tortures which are indicted today 
by the invaders upon millions of people outdo 
the darkest pages of human history. 

“The war of today, the war against the insti- 
gators of war, is above all a defense of the very 
foundation of civilization, a defense of the most 
elementary human rights. In this conflict, ho one 
can remain neutral. We call upon the working 
people of the world to unite with us in the 
struggle against the new tyranny. Let the century- 
old slogan of Polish liberation — For Your Free- 
dom and Ours! — lead us today in our fight for 
Freedom, Equality and Independence!” 

Had there been a single traitor among any of 
the delegates, or in any of the organizations 
represented, the Gestapo would have wiped them 
all out in a single bloody stroke. 

That there were no traitors and that the meet- 
ing went unmolested is a tribute to all Poles and 
eloquent testimony to their integrity and courage. 

But part of the credit is due to the Nazis, for 
they have welded the people into this strong, 
responsible movement. It is the only possible 
answer of a valorous people to the barbarities 
and unspeakable tortures of the Nazis, And the 
only answer the Nazis have is more torture, more 
and greater barbarities. 

Nazi^ule in Poland is nothing less than a sys- 
tematic campaign to eradicate the Poles. At the 
rate they are going it will take them only 10 
years to eliminate these “baser” people. By Sep- 
tember 1941 over 2,000,000 Poles had been 
“deported” to Germany, to become slaves in Nazi 
industries. Other Poles were sent to other Nazi- 
occupied countries, to replace Germans sent to 
live in Poland. Documents in the possession of 
the refugee government in London show over 
500,000 guiltless souls murdered or incarcerated 
by formal action of Nazi authority. Nobody 
knows how many were slaughtered or sent to 
concentration camps without the flimsy sanction 
of Nazi “law.” 

Nazi soldiers, trained into degeneracy, have 
a free hand except where the people can stop 
them. Swarming over the country like hungry 
rat^ they take wliat they want. Wherever there 
is a little food, they eat it. Where they find a 
Jew they torture him. One of the most inspiring 
photographs smuggled out of Poland by the 
Underground shows a bearded Jew standing firm, 
wth his chin up, his shoulders back and his 
eyes shining defiantly while a group of laugh- 
ing, uniformed Herrenfolk, the Nazi supermen, 
pull his beard out, hair by hair. 

In one of the provinces, 630 of the 650 Catholic 
priests have ‘'disappeared.” 

Women are the particular lust of the Nazis. 
In village after village they rounded up the 
women and led them off into the woods for what 
the Polish Review calls “the unspeakable fate.” 
Having indulged their bestial lusts they usually 
shot their victims on the spot. 

The plight of those 'men whom the Nazis do 
not kill, because they must have hands for the 
fields and factories, is sligtly better. The theore- 
ticians have figured out that they can be softened 
up and made into drunkards an gamblers. Hence 
vodka is plentiful and readily available in 
Poland. 
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This Nazi trick has failed. The Underground 
discovered what the Nazis were up to and 
launcher] a campaign against it in the Under- 
ground press. The press of the Underground is, 
next to the Underground itself, perhaps the most 
amazing thing in Poland today. 

..There are over 100 regularly appearing publi- 
cations, each the organ of a group or dedicated 
to 'a special purpose. Several are.jssued by Jewish 
groups. Most are put out by trade unions- Certain 
of the papers specialize in identifying Gestapo 
agents or “collaborationists,” who are named, 
described, and sometimes even photographed. 

Usually names and addresses, including those of 
relatives and friends of the traitors, are given. 

Some of the papers tell how best to slow down 
production, how to resist the Nazis without in- 
curring retribution, and how to sabotage 
machinery. 

Generally these papers dehunk and warn peo- 
ple against Nazi propaganda and carry truthful 
news of the battlefronts. They have done a tre- 
mendous job of educating the Poles, carefully 
explaining everything, discussing the issues and 
showing what must*he done. Without this press, 
the largest in Nazi-held countrifes, the Under- 
ground would not he as strong. 

The real significance of the size and success 
of the Underground press is hard for citizens of 
a free country to grasp. . First of all, the Nazis 
have strictly-enforced regulations controlling? 
paper, and it is very hard td. obtain. All presses 
and type must he obtained under extraordinarily 
difficult circumstances. But the uumher of papers 
and the circulation per issue is constantly in- 
creasing. 

Each paper prints from 500 to 15,000 copies 
per issue. It takes the coordinated effort of about I 

250 people to prepare, print and circulate each I 

issue. Every copy reaches about 20 people. Any | 

place along the line a single spy could expose • ! 

hundreds of people who would be instantly and i 

unceremoniously killed by the Nazis. To date i 

only one or two papers have been detected by ' 

the Gestapo, and only a few of the more than ' 

20,000 distributors have been caught. 

It doesn’t sound so hard to us in the United I 

States, but the organization of the Underground 1 

and its agencies was a superhuman job. After a ! 

while morale reached a very low ebb. It reached 
bottom sifter the collapse of France, when the ; 

Gestapo came across information in French hands ! 

that led to the death of thousands of anti-fascist ' 

Poles. 

But with the invasion of the Soviet Union 
morale soared to ' new heights and the major ; 

function of the Underground became sabotage, ’ i 

especially aimed against Nazi communications. : 

The wrecking of Nazi trains and motorcades,- 
tile burning of oil storage tanks and related activi-.-. 
ties has been a real help to the Bed Army. Indus- 
trial sabotage has seriously diminished Nazi • 

production. j 

When the workers in a factory in Skarzyslto 
refused to work on production for the Nazi army ' 

the Gestapo took 300 of them to the edge of the 
town, made them dig a large trench, lined them 
up on its brink and mowed them down with 
machine-gun fire. 

Immediately the Underground retaliated by 
wrecking two munitions trains and made off with 
100 cases of ammunition before the soldiers 
arrived. Eventually, the Nazis got it all back — 
second handJ 

These things that have happened in Poland, 
the achievements of the Polish anti-fascist forces, 

- 'ft- ■ ^ave been duplicated on a smaller scale in all 

. £ v / t<5 occupied countries. The Undergrounds of the 

occupied countries work in close cooperation 
with eah other, as well as with the German 
ryj Underground, whih gives them all added 
strength. 

Daily tiie Underground of all Nazi-dominated 
nations run risks and make sacrifices undreamed i 

of in tiie free countries. This is particularly true 
of the Jews, who run the greatest risks. Their 
contributions to our common cause is great. They 
ask of us in return only that we help them. The 
only way we can help them happens to he what 
we must do for ourselves. 

.. When the promised Western front opens, watch 
the Underground come up! 




